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Status of Pesticide 
Residue Detection 

in  
Sri Lankan Teas 

 



Revised 
Advisory 
Circulars PU 1  



• Diuron (80% WP) 

• Diuron liquid 50% SC 

• Glyphosate (36% w/v) 

• Glufosinate ammonium 28% 280 g / L SL 

• Glufosinate ammonium 15% 150 g / L SL 

• MCPA 60% 

• Glyphosate Isopropyl Amine 29.3% + MCPA 

Iso propyl Amine 5.8% 

TRI 
Recommended 
Weedicides: 
Plucking Fields  



TRI 
Recommended 
Pesticides: 
Plucking Fields  

Copper fungicides 

Fungicides 



TRI 
Recommended 
Pesticides: 
Plucking Fields  

Lime Sulphur  

Emamectin benzoate –Proclaim 5 SG 

Sulphur 80%  

Ants Diazinon  

Insecticides & miticides  



Reasons  
for Pesticide 
Residues in 

Tea 



• Non-compliance to recommended dosage, 

dilution & frequency 

• Non-compliance to recommended pre-harvest 

interval 

• Use of non-recommended agrochemicals 

• Insufficient monitoring  

• Lack of communications 



How to Manage 
this Issue? 



Stick to TRI 
Recommendations 



Revised Advisory Circulars PU 4  



Time Gap 

Stick to Pre-harvest Intervals (PHI) 

Spraying Harvesting 



Know the Changes  
in MRLs 



Recent Changes of EU MRLs 
Tea and Herbal Infusions Europe- Maximum Residue Limits as per EU Legislation  

 

Reference: Regulation No. 396/2005/EC in its current version Commission 

Regulation (EU) 2023/1783 of 15 September 2023 



Use Alternatives 
and 

 Alternative 
Strategies 



Maintaining Quality of “Pure Ceylon Tea”: 
Strategies 

• 28% 280g/L SL (Lifeline; Class III product) at 700 ml/ha 

• 15% 150g/L SL (Zagro; Class III product) at 1.4L/ha 

1.For Glyphosate  ----------> Glufosinate Ammonium 



Maintaining Quality of “Pure Ceylon Tea”: 
Strategies 

2. For MCPA and Glyphosate ----------> RAPID 



Proper Maintenance of Spray Equipment 

Knapsack 
sprayers 

Mist blowers 



Use Correct Nozzle 





Rational 
Use 



• Biology of the pest 

• Growth stage 

• Chemicals- mode of action 

• Volume of spray solution/dilution 

• Droplet size and coverage  

• Time of spraying  

• Spray interval, pre-harvest interval  



Record Keeping  

Chemical Stock Details 
 
Chemical Name:  
Active ingredient: 
Trade name: 
Date of purchase:  
Expiry date:  
 

Chemical Spray Details 
 
Date: 
Sprayed amount: 
Field No: 
Extent/ ha: 
PHI: 
 



Cautionary Note on Safe and Rational Use of  
Agro-chemicals in Tea Cultivation 



Recommended chemicals- Trade names 

Dose 

Pre-Harvest Interval 

Frequency 

Pure chemical without mixes 

Supervision and record keeping 

Outsourcing  

Summary  
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