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Sri Lanka Tea Production (MT)

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Orthodox 282,662 277,340 273,907 252,367 270,571 227,117 231,138

CTC 21,794 23,902 23,585 24,099 26,195 22,571 22,617

Green 2,624 2,601 2,642 2,023 2,572 1,809 2,283

Total 307,080 303,843 300,134 278,489 299,338 251,499 256,039

Source: https://teasrilanka.org/statistics
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Region Profile of Mid Country Tea

Category No. Extent (ha) Districts

State
owned

SLSPC 15 4,147 Kandy, Matale

JEDB 16 2,779
Kandy, Matale, Nuwara Eliya
(Hanguranketa)

Elkaduwa PL 06 703 Matale

RPC

Pussellawa PLC 11 2,003
Kandy, Nuwara Eliya
(Hanguranketa, Kotmale)

Kahawatte PLC 06 1,573 Kandy

Elpitiya PLC 02 504 Kandy

Udapussellawa PLC 02 709 Kandy

Kegalle PLC 01 192 Kandy

Maturata PLC 01 182 Kandy

Total 60 12,792

Medium scale 200 2000 Kandy, Matale

Smallholdings 30,402 12,051 Kandy, Matale
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Agro- Climatic Regions

IM 3c,IM1a,IU2,

WM1a, WM2a,WM2b ,WM 3b,
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Why Mid Country for R&D and Tea Industry

1. Key GIs
2. Renowned garden marks with medium quality sought 

after blends for High-end / elite markets in Japan and EU
3. Climate change and droughts
4. Conventionally small, medium and large (RPC & State) 

grower representation
5. Inferior land productivity / inadequate genetic diversity 
6. Facilitating Organic tea production & exports
7. Scope of tea tourism / tea trails / history & heritage tea
8. Repeated product quality violation reports
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Proceedings of RSC Mid Country: Optimizing Productivity & Profitability
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Proceedings of RSC Mid Country: Optimizing Productivity & Profitability

Presentations Resource person/s

1 Retrieving Mid Country Tea through 
Collective Efforts 

Dr. K Mohotti

2 Planting, After Care & Drought Mitigation Dr. N P S N Bandara

3 Recent Development in Tea Propagation Dr. K K Ranaweera

4 Energy Saving in Tea Processing Mrs. S Weerawardena

5 General Discussion on Hybrid mode TRISL subject 
specialists 

6 Sponsors
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TRISL Interventions

No. Requirement R&D Intervention/s

1 Key GIs TRISL-SLTB-AEBSL collaborated project

2 Tea quality Research evidences on biochemical 
parameters for SLTB regulation, Two day 
Certificate Course

3 Conventionally small, medium 
and large grower representation

Extension research with TSHDA and 
TSHF

4 Inferior land productivity / 
inadequate genetic diversity 

Conservation, propagation and 
multiplication 

5 Renowned garden marks sought 
after blends

Monitoring biological, chemical and 
physical quality status

6 High-end / elite market 
dependence: Japan and EU

7 Scope of tea tourism / tea trails 
/ heritage tea

R&D for promotion and new avenues
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1. Maintaining “Pure Ceylon Tea” Quality: MRL Issues

Chemical residue detections in teas exported from Sri Lanka to 
important destinations such as Germany, Japan, Thaiwan, China, 
France and Saudi Arabia
Cautions: 

Chemicals with TRISL recommendations: MCPA, Glyphosate, 
Diuron

Chemicals not recommended by the TRISL: Transfluthrin, 
Fenarimol, Acetamiprid, Salicylic Acid, 2-6 DIPN, 
TofenpyradCyhalothrin, Benzopyran, Nicotin

Unintended chemicals: Pyralizidin Alkaloids (PA), PAHs, 
Anthroquinone, Pyrrolizidine Alkaloids (PA), Trimesium 
(trimethylsulfonin), Pentachlorophenol (PCP)
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Cautionary Note on Safe and Rational Use of Agro chemicals in Tea 
Cultivation



Tea Research Inst i tute of  Sr i  Lanka

Recent Changes of EU MRLs

No.
Common name / a.i.

(active ingredient)
Type E U MRL (ppm)

1 Chlorantraniliprole Insecticide 0.05 (0.02)

2 Diuron Weedicide 0.01 (0.05)

3 Emamectin Benzoate Insecticide 0.01 (0.02)

4 Methyl Isothiocyanate/ Metam Nematicide 0.05 (0.02)

5 Propiconazole Fungicide 0.05 (0.10)

Tea and Herbal Infusions Europe 
Maximum Residue Limits as per EU Legislation 
Reference: Regulation No. 396/2005/EC in its current version Commission Regulation 
(EU) 2023/1783 of 15 September 2023.

Based on the above regulations, amendments are being made to the Maximum Residue 
Limits (MRLs) for five (05) Tea Research Institute of Sri Lanka (TRISL) recommended PPPs 
as follows.
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2. Maintaining Quality of “Pure Ceylon Tea”: Alternatives

1. For Glyphosate, Glufosinate Ammonium 
28% 280g/L SL (Lifeline; Class III product) @ 700 ml/ha
15% 150g/L SL (Zagro; Class III product) @ 1.4L/ha

2. For MCPA and Glyphosate, RAPID

Active ingredient (a.i.) ROP 

Registration 

No.

Dosage/hectare Remarks

Glyphosate Iso propyl 

Amine 29.3% + MCPA 

Iso propyl Amine 5.8% 

Q380000

2.5 L in 500 L of 

water 

(22.5 ml in 4.5 L 

of water)

Avoid spraying for 

new clearings and 

pruned fields 
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Glufosinate Ammonium (Lifeline)

Herbicide

MRL 

[ppm] 

(Japan)

MRL [ppm] 

(EU)

Test value (ppm)

7 days

Glufosinate ammonium 28% 0.3 0.1 Non detected
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RAPID: Glyphosate IPA (29.3%)+ MCPA IPA (5.8%)

Test value (ppm) with

RAPID at 7 days
Japan MRL [ppm] EU MRL [ppm] 

Glyphosate MCPA Glyphosate MCPA Glyphosate MCPA

0.01 <0.01 1 0.06 2 0.1
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Revision of Advisory Circulars PU 1 & PU 2
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Revision of Advisory Circular PU 3
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3. Productivity Improvement

1. Genetic 
Multiplication

2. Enhancing Soil 
organic matter 

3. Integrated Nutrient 
Management 
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4. Quality Improvement: Certificate Course on Scientific Basis of Tea Processing 
and Factory Operations for Enhanced Profitability

Programme 1st 2nd 3rd 4th

Place Talawakelle Talawakelle Rathnapura Talawakelle
Date 30th -31st May 

2023

17th -18th August 

2023

17th -18th October 

2023

13th -14th 

February 2024
No. of Participants 33 37 32 29



Thank you
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