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Agro- Climatic Regions
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Region Profile of Mid Country Tea

m-m_

SLSPC 4,147 Kandy, Matale
State owned JEDB 16 2,779 Kandy, Matale, Nuwara Eliya (Hanguranketa)
Elkaduwa PL 06 703 Matale
Pussellawa PLC 11 2,003 Kandy, Nuwara Eliya (Hanguranketa, Kotmale)
Kahawatte PLC 06 1,573 Kandy
Elpitiya PLC 02 504 Kandy
RPC gf:pusse"awa 02 709 Kandy
Kegalle PLC 01 192 Kandy
Maturata PLC 01 182 Kandy
Total 60 12,792
Medium scale 200 2000 Kandy, Matale
Smallholdings 32,700 10,636 Kandy, Matale
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Mid Country / Mid Grown Tea

Challenges / Issues

Aging of plantations Replanting and infilling with new cultivars

Degraded marginal tea lands Organic tea

Low land productivity Diversification, Précised tea cultivation

Changing climate and experiencing unusual GAPs, Climate change resilient tea

weather conditions

Worker migration and scarcity Out grower / contract models, Field and factory
modernization

Low and frequent fluctuations of tea prices Green leaf quality, Value added, artesian teas, tea
tourism

High COP and low producer margins Field and factory modernization, Strategic cost
management

Frequent violations in standards and product  Rational input use, record keeping for traceability
specifications / MRLs
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Status of RPC & Small Holding Sectors
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Source: Agronomic profile of corporate sector tea plantations in Sri Lanka, TRI (2011) _ _ .
Source: Tea Small Holding Development Authority, Census of Sri
Lanka (2005).
Extent 40 % 60 %

Average made tea yield 1200 kg/ha/year 350 kg/ha/year
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Elevation-Wise Tea Productivity
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Source: Statistical information on plantation crops, MPI

Productivity in Medium grown tea comparatively lower than high and low grown.
Average replanting rate well below 1%

However, the potential is immense.
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Changes in National Tea Production by Elevation — Million kg
(2021 & 2022 up to October)

High 55.50 47.14 -8.36

Medium  44.08 34.04 -10.04 -23
Low 156.58 128.76  -27.81 -18
TOTAL 256.16 209.95 -46.21 -18

2021- 299.5 Mn Kg
2022 up to November- 331 Mn kg Source: Statistical Bulletin, SLTB
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Low Tea Prices & Frequent Fluctuations
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Source, Statistical Bulletin, SLTB

Average Colombo Auction prices of medium grown tea showed lower values than high and low

grown.
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High COP and Low Producer Margins in Mid Country Tea Lands
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Source: Statistical Bulletin, SLTB, Statistical information on plantation crops, MPI

In 2020, producer margin was Rs. 6.17/kg MT
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Violations in Tea Exports in Mid Country

Evidence in Sri Lanka
Yes

MCPA Weedicide Japan

Insecticide Japan Yes
Weedicide Japan Yes
Rear Earth Elements Heavy metals China No; questionable
Hexaconazol Fungicide Japan Yes
Unintended chemicals Finland, Saudi Arabia, UK No; questionable
Tofenpyrad Insecticide Finland No; questionable
Glyphosate Weedicide Vietnam Yes
Unintended chemicals France No; questionable
Cyhalothrin Unintended chemicals Germany No; questionable
Organic compound France No; questionable
Fungicide Saudi Arabia No; questionable
Acetamprid Insecticide Saudi Arabia No; questionable
Pentachlorophenol Unintended chemicals UK No; questionable
Anthroquinone Unintended chemicals France No; questionable
Insecticide France No; questionable

* Most chemicals do not have history records in the country and the detections are questionable; suspicions through extraneous
usage of inputs which need further clarifications
* Thus, producers are cautioned to be away from unknown agro inputs usages
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Updates on Pesticide Residue Detections

 Strict compliance to TRI recommended agro inputs.
 PU 1 Advisory Circular reissued in 2022.
* Unknown chemical detections to be curtailed.

* MCPA & Hexaconazole detections reemerged despite RA
certification in progress.

* Agrochemical audits conducted on MCPA & Hexaconazole
detections sought strict compliance on record keeping on own,
inter estate and bought leaf transactions of green leaf for
traceability.
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Proceedings of RSC Mid Country: January 2023

__Presentations
1

Efficient Use of Fertilizer by Dr. Mahesh Liyanage

Economic Importance of Replanting and Infilling by Dr. HW
Shyamali

3 Mechanization of Harvesting and Pruning by Dr. Sampath
Pathiranage

4 Online participation of TRISL subject specialists

5 Inputs from Dimo Agribusiness
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