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SHADE IN TEA

1. Objectives (This cancels the Circular No. 0~1,, Serial No. 5/90, issued in October 1990)

1.1 Planting of shade trees has all along been associated with tea cultivation. Shade trees
simulate forest conditions, which are believed to be the natural habitat of tea.

1.2  When tea is pruned, the bark of the frame that is shaded by the canopy for 3 - 5 years
gets exposed. In the absence of shade, tea can be subjected to sun scorch. Over
several pruning cycles, the problem of bark scorching also gets aggravated and this
results in a reduction in bud break, weakening of the bush, occurrence of wood rot,
decline in crop and death of the bush during drought. These features are more
prevalent in Uva, some parts of the mid-country and the low-country.

1.3 Shade trees serve other purposes as well. For example, in the low-country, Gliricidia
sepium has been found to be a suitable diversionary host to the swarming low-country
live wood termite.

2. Planting, Establishment and Management

21 The establishment of shade should be done early during planting of the rehabilitation
grass. This will ensure that there is adequate shade when the young tea is put out in
the field. Shade trees should be planted in the rows where tea is proposed to be
planted in order to facilitate easy movement of labour during various cultural
operations. In addition, the grass surrounding each shade tree should be trimmed
down in order to allow light and prevent smothering by grass.

2.2 in mature tea, where there is no shade the best time to plant shade trees are after
pruning the tea. This will facilitate their easy establishment. If planted in mature tea in
plucking, the branches of tea bushes surrounding the shade plant should be cut to
allow adequate light. In addition, the shade plants should be protected by putting up a
fence round each plant or by covering with empty fertilizer bags. Shade trees should
be planted as a mixed stand of high and medium shade.

3. Establishment of Medium Shade
3.1  Calliandra calothrysus
Calliandra calothrysus is recommended for elevations up to 1500 m. It however,

thrives well in elevations between 300 - 1300 m. Calliandra should be established in
the following manner:



